118    CONSTITUTION OF EASTERN CHURCHES

Mukhal'lis, or Convent of Our Saviour), the Beladt'yeh

(local or national), and the Halabi'yeh (Aleppines), which
have at present some two hundred and fifty, one hundred
and eighty, and sixty members respectively. In their per-
sonal discipline the monks, like their Orthodox brethren,
follow the rule of Saint Basil, but as a corporate body, with
mutual relations among the members, each order is organ-
ized on lines similar to the Maronite. Among the Greek
Catholics, the nuns, who number about one hundred and
twenty, are all contemplative, that is, keeping within con-
vent bounds. Thus among these two united churches,
Greek Catholic and Maronite, in the Lebanon alone, there are
over two thousand monks and nuns, as over against a total of
sixty among.the Orthodox of the whole patriarchate of Anti-
och, of which the Lebanon is but a small part. From the
West the Maronite monks have borrowed the tonsure.1

As the three Maronite orders are controlled in much the
same way, the following summary, based on a study of the
rules of the order of Mar Isha'ya, may be taken as apply-
ing generally to all three, as well as to the Greek Catholic
orders organized along the same lines,3 Controlling each
order is an abbot-general elected once in three years at a
general council. With the Halabfyeh and the monks of
Mar Isha'ya this meeting is opened and closed by the
patriarch; with the Beladiyeh, by the pope's delegate.
The abbot-general is assisted in his duties by four general-
directors, whom he is obliged to consult in some cases.
Groups of monasteries are under the charge of district
directors. Each monastery has its superior, who is to choose
at least three monks as advisers. These aid but cannot
control him. The temporal affairs are in the hands of the
steward, who in his contact with the world is urged by the
rules to try to improve it. He is to make accounts with the
peasant partners of the monastery. The revenues of some

1 When a Greek monk takes the vows, bits of hair are cut off from
the four sides of his head, but there in no regular tonsure.

2 These rales have been printed at Rome in Karshflni (Arabic lan-
guage In Syriac text).   For a full analysis of this volume, see my article,
"The Maronites," op. ciL, pp. 146-153.